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QUICK FACTS:
Sandhills Weed Management Area includes 16 
counties and an area of approximately 12 million acres. 

Biologically and ecologically unique, the Sandhills 
Region has the largest stabilized dune system in the 
Western Hemisphere.

Two national forests are located in the Sandhills:  
Samuel R. McKelvie National Forest near Valentine 
and Nebraska National Forest at Halsey.

While the average annual rainfall is only 20 inches, 
the Sandhills contain the largest and most intricate 
wetland system in the United States. Over 1.3 million 
acres of wetlands, including 32 documented  
biologically unique fens, can be found here. 

Sandhills Weed Management Area includes 
3,700 miles of streams and rivers. Of the twelve rivers 
running through SWMA country, the Snake, Dismal, 
Calamus, Elkhorn, Cedar, North Loup, Middle Loup  
and Wood Rivers have their origins here.The Niobrara 
River travels across the full length of the Sandhills.  

The most important waterfowl production area 
in Nebraska is found here. It is also part of the Central 
Flyway for over 25 species of migratory birds, including 
the Whooping Crane.

The Sandhills Ecoregion is 85% intact natural habitat, 
making it one of the largest intact native grasslands  
in North America. This area is home to more than 300 
animal species and supports over one million cattle.  
Of its approximately 720 plant species, only 7% are 
exotic - half that of most prairie systems.

State Agencies:
Nebraska Board of Educational Lands and Funds
Nebraska Department of Agriculture
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension

Federal Agencies:
Bureau of Reclamation
USDA Farm Service Agency
USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service
United States Forest Service
United States Fish and Wildlife Service

Other:
Area Natural Resource Districts
Local landowners
Loup Basin RC&D
North Central RC&D
Nebraska Environmental Trust
Nebraska Weed Control Association
Nebraska Weed Management Area Coalition 
Sandhills Task Force

n Blaine County
n Thomas County
n Boone County
n Brown County
n Cherry County
n Custer County
n Garfield County
n Grant County

n Greeley County
n Hooker County
n Keya Paha County
n Loup County
n Nance County
n Rock County
n Valley County
n Wheeler County

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
                  Sandhills Weed Management Area
                  P.O. Box 400, 807 H ST
                  Burwell NE  68823-0400

Phone: (308) 346-3393
Fax: (308) 346-3394
Email: info@sandhillswma.org
Web: www.sandhillswma.org
 

The Adult Leafy Spurge Stem Borer:
(Oberea  
erythrocephala) 
Girdles the stems 
and lays eggs. The 
larvae’s destructive 
feeding in the stem, 
crown and root 
reduces the plant’s 
root reserves.  



LEAFY 
SPURGE
Grows 
primarily in 
pastures and 
rangeland, 
tree rows, 
waste areas 
and along 
roadsides.

SULPHUR 
CINQUEFOIL
Infests 
disturbed 
sites,  
idle areas, 
meadows, 
pastures and  
rangelands.

NON-NATIVE 
PHRAGMITES
Also known 
as common  
reed,  
phragmites  
is an  
aggressive 
wetland  
invader.

CANADA  
THISTLE
An aggressive, 
creeping  
perennial  
weed that 
infests crops, 
pastures, 
rangeland, 
roadsides  
and noncrop 
areas.

OUR TARGET SPECIES

THE 16 COUNTY SWMA REGION

Russian olive and other invasive 
plants are a constant threat to 
this largest native intact  
grassland in North America. 
Through partnering, programs 

and grants, SWMA has been 
able to provide funds for  
education, mapping, and control 
work to halt the spread of these 
invasive species.  

SWMA members work with 
landowners to utilize up-to-date, 
effective and economical  
methods of control.  Biological 
control is part of this program.

WHO IS SWMA?
Sandhills Weed Management 
Area (SWMA) began in 2006 
as a cooperative effort among 
county weed superintendents, 
state and federal agencies,  
irrigation districts, chemical  
applicators and private  
landowners. To ensure  
that long-term goals will be  
accomplished, SWMA  
continually strives to build  
new partnerships.  

OBJECTIVES
Protecting this biologically 
and ecologically unique  
ecoregion known as the  
Sandhills from the adverse  
effects of noxious and  
invasive plants – both those  
that have already gained  
a foothold and any new  
threats on the horizon –  
is SWMA’s focus.  Introduced 
phragmites, sulphur cinquefoil, 
leafy spurge, Canada thistle, 

A TOUGH JOB
Due to the numerous 
wetlands and fens located  
in the Sandhills and to the  
presence of rare species of 
plants, animals and insects,  
the task of controlling and 
eliminating invasive species and 
protecting the unique aspects of 
this region can be challenging. 
The necessity of having to utilize 
specialized equipment can make 
the process extremely costly.  
Because it is far more efficient 
and economical to find and 
control new infestations than it is 
to battle them on a large scale, 
SWMA places a great deal of 
emphasis on Early Detection 
and Rapid Response.  
Partnering with other  
resource entities is a key  
component of this proactive  
approach to prevent and  
control the spread of noxious 
and invasive species in  
the Sandhills. 
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